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Did You Know?
The City of Campbell River is amending  the Official Community  
Plan’s (OCP) Hazard Conditions (Steep Slopes) Development  
Permit Guidelines.

Slope management is a shared responsibility between property 
owners and the City, which supports drainage management 
above slopes as part of the city infrastructure. Careful 
management practices by property owners and the City will 
help protect the integrity of steep slopes to avoid property 
damage from landslides and improve public safety.

Development on Steep Slopes
Development on steep slopes refers to any land alteration on the property; 
including tree work and soil disturbance. These activities are designated 
and regulated under the Hazard Conditions Development Permit Area in 
the City’s OCP. 

Work within designated areas could trigger a Development Permit, 
including any development on a slope or within the 20-metre buffer area. 
In some cases, a technical report will be required by a qualified landslide 
assessment professional.

The location of steep slopes can be viewed on the City’s interactive 
webmap (red shaded sections include 20-metre buffer area that extends 
from crest to toe of steep slope) at: bit.ly/steepslopesmap
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 https://crcc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=1cac2c0dee2742aeb52dedc27504cba1
http://bit.ly/steepslopesmap


ANSWERING  
FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: What else is the City doing to reduce risk of landslides?

A: Along with strengthening steep slope guidelines, the City 
continues to work closely with its Operation and Capital Works 
Departments to manage drainage above slopes as part of city 
infrastructure moving forward.  

Q: Can I thin branches from a tree to maintain views from  
my property?

A: Pruning and limbing on steep slopes requires the submission 
of an exemption form to Development Services, filled out by 
a Certified Arborist. Exemption permission is subject to the 
Arborist’s written opinion that the requested activity will not kill 
the tree and that professional pruning standards are utilized 
(ANSI A300).

Note: pruning activities listed under the Buffer Area in 
the exemptions table do not require the submission of an 
exemption form.

The concrete enclosure at Lift Station 6.
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Exemptions Explained
Following engagement with the community in 2022, and 
working alongside technical experts with consideration of 
landslide and industry best practices, a list of of 
exemptions have been amended to include: 

Removal of small trees: young trees removed on 
slope for viewscapes without unduly increasing 
landslide risk

Tree topping: previously topped trees that are 
re-topped under direction of a certified arborist

Cut branches: small branches arising from 
maintenance activities are dispersed in a manner 
that does not smother the natural vegetation of 
the steep slope.  

For a full list of exemptions, including details about tree 
types, sizes, and other guidelines for exemptions, please 
view the full list at: campbellriver.ca/steepslopes. 

How to get an Exemption
The City has developed a fillable online Vegetation 
Management Exemption Form to help determine if 
proposed activities are exempt from the Development 
Permit approval process. To access and submit the form 
visit the webpage link listed above.

How to Know if a Development Permit is Needed
In some cases, a Development Permit is not required to complete work on or around a steep slope. Routine landscape 
maintenance and hazard tree removal are generally exempt, provided the property owner submits a Vegetation 
Management Exemption Form and submits to Development Services for approval prior to conducting work.

CONTACT: 
planning@campbellriver.ca
250-286-5725

LEARN MORE: 
 campbellriver.ca/steepslopes

http://campbellriver.ca/steepslopes

